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A LONG. INQUIRY. 


With a Remark or two on a new Publication intitled Letters, &c. 


HE Whiffing Courtier Le Beu, in «As you like it,” 
is archly rebuked for his coxcomical Narration, by an 
' Enquiry as to what is become of the Sport which he 

-. promiſed ? In like Manner the Whiffling Inquirer may 
| be aſked in what Part of his 19 Pages, the Reſult of 
his Inquiry as to Cauſes, Facts and their concomitant Diſtreſs is 
to be found? Any old Woman that has not entirely loſt her 
Sight, may collect together a ſew Remnants of Acts of Parliament, 
and interlarding them here and there with a Reſolution or two 
of the Committee, and ſome literal Extrafts, from a Hiſtory of 
the Bedford Level, the Writer of which Hiſtory ſeems himſelf 
miſtaken, “ may by the Help of Mr. 15 Ingenuity in compoſing 
a Title Page, and Mr. Wing's wonderful Knowledge in verbal Cri- 
ticiſm, call this curious Patchwork an Inquiry — But when People 
talk of Cauſes the Reader naturally expects, to find primary, not 
collateral Cauſes deſcribed; when Facts are . promiſed, he looks 
Tor a Recital of, Fatts correſpondent with the Cauſes themſelves 
and not attendant on, their Conſequences, and when a Diſtreſs is 
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. * Vide The Preamble to the Act of 27, Geo. II. in which the Conſent of the Proprietors at 
large to the Taxation of their Lands, is recited; to be given “ provided that the North Level be 
diſcharged from the Debts of che Corporation” ---- A careful Peruſal of this AR will likewiſe ſhew 
that the Debts of the Duke of Bedford, and Lord Lincoln were contradted in a great Meaſure by 
making à new. Canal (as it is called) in the Waſh now known by the Name of Smith's Leam, and 
at a proper Time the ill Conſequence of this Undertaking will be explained. 
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mentioned that has laſted twenty-five years, and a probable 
means of preventing the like in future, ſome Information as to 
the Reality of that Diſtreſs with reſpett to the Term of its Du» 
ration is required, and ſomething better by way of Prevention, 
than a few dark hints of a Tax, the wicked Propoſer of which 
is either aſhamed of, or ra ¹]ͤ to. avow ! Sweet Monſieur Le Beu ! 
Sage Goody Wing! Let us have no more Canterbury Tales! 
Stick to the Point! Nobody wanted an Inquiry into the State 
of the Revenue. That is already pretty ſufficiently explained and 
no where contradicted — The Cauſe of the Diſtreſs is likewiſe - 
well known tho' you have not ance mentioned or alluded to it. — 
Had the North Bank been as high as Haman's Gallows, and as 
ſtrong as any thing, but Truth, it muſt have gone, the /& Inquirer 
| knows this well enough, but for the ſake of counting the Money 
over a few North Level Gridirons, he wants to perſuade People 
that the Expence of opening Kinderly's Cut, the Impediment in 
which was Fe Cauſe and the only Cauſe of the Breaches in the 
North. Bank, ought to, be confi 7, as an annual Expence — The 
Facts correſpondent. with this ( aule, are to Jie 4 by a State- 
ment of the Expence that way ineurreg in opening this Kindertys Cut, 
and not by a rhodomantade Deſcription of the temporary tho' deplo- 
Table Conſequences which a neglett of the Outfal brought on the 
Inhabitants of the North Level? But ſweet Monſieur Le Beu! 
Sage Goody Wing! Of what Nature has been that Diſtreſs you 
talk of, for the latter Part of thole twenty-five" Years t 
you make a Parade of extending your Inquiry? If I know any 
thing of the Cquntry we are talking about, the ,Inhabitants have 
of late been, fo far from a diſtreſſed State, that they have been 
aftually the moſt flouriſhing of any People of the fame Deſcrip- 
tion in his Majeſty's Dominions, and God ſend they may long conti- 
nue ſo!., Do 88 then mean the Diſtreſs occaſioned to the 
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of them what you allude to— Do pray tell us then, of what Na- 


ture, Kind or Sort is it, that you do mean? 


The Prevention of future Diſtreſs, you have no where menti- 
oned; It is to be had, not from a Multiplication of Taxes and 
Tax-Gatherers, but from proper Management of the preſent Re- 


venues and, from Attention to the Outfal, which if neglected no, 
Bank of whatever Size and Strength, will inſure Security. 


The Letters publiſhed fince the Inquiry, afford an additional: 


Proof of the Veracity and Candour of Monſieur Le Beu ! 
Firſt to his Veracity. 


Under his Mafk he denies any Knowledge of a Plan. 
In theſe Letters he ſhews that he was the original mover of it. 


In theſe Letters he ſhews that he undertook to Anſwer at a, 
public Meeting for the Duke of Bedford's Conſent. 


In his Inquiry he declares that the Duke of Bedford: at. a ſub- 
ſequent Period had no Knowledge of the Tranſaction. 


As to his Candour, he now. brings forward Letters which con- 


tain what the Writer himſelf calls crude Hints, with a lurking. . 


Deſign of impeaching the Credit of 858 Writer — And, 


He Anſwers no one onion put to him by that Writer as 


to his own Condu at the Head of the North Level Buſineſs, 
which Conduct has been imperious, ſelfiſh, arbitrary, and ungen-, 


tlemanlike. 


OG. 1oth, 1788. . 
TOUCHSTONE. 
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